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Kent Action Against Live Exports (KAALE)

“I never give them hell. I just tell the truth and they think it's hell.”
President Harry S Truman

Patrons:
Carla Lane: http://www.carlalane.com/

‘The Black Spurs’: http://www.theblackspurs.com.au/Contents.htm
Maria Daines: http://www.maria-daines.com/

Website: http://www.kaale.org.uk/

Mailing Address: The Sheiling, London Road, Sholden, Deal, Kent, CT14 0AD England; UK.

Newsline: 01304 – 204688 (regular updates – as necessary) and

01304 – 379522 (Sunday overview of weeks events)

Contacts: Chairman: Mr. Ian Birchall – Mobile: 07968 134489
EU / Press Officer: Mr. Mark Johnson – Mobile: 07947 997110

Saturday 14th September 2013.

Dear Mr. Rolfe;

I am writing to you in my position of EU Correspondent for Kent Action Against Live Exports
(KAALE).

I know that you met with and spoke to Mr Ian Birchall (KAALE Chairman) at a meeting on Wednesday 11th

September 2013. Ian contacted me by telephone on the evening of the same day and has asked that I
forward information to you regarding the issue of livestock signage on transporters which have used
Ramsgate port, Kent, in the recent past, and now Dover, since the trade has moved back there.

Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:003:0001:0044:EN:PDF

This regulation, to which the UK should adhere to as an EU member state declares;
(Page 20 via the above link) –

Means of Transport – 2. Additional provisions for transport by road or rail; sub para 2.1 :

“Vehicles in which animals are transported shall be clearly and visibly marked indicating the
presence of live animals”.

In addition, regarding animal segregation within these livestock trailers, again the EU law states clearly:

EC 1/2005 Annex 1 Ch II
1. Provisions for all means of transport again Page 20):

Means of transport, containers and their fittings shall be designed, constructed, maintained and operated
so as to

(f) provide access to the animals to allow them to be inspected and cared for.

http://www.carlalane.com/
http://www.theblackspurs.com.au/Contents.htm
http://www.maria-daines.com/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:003:0001:0044:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:003:0001:0044:EN:PDF
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EC 1/2005 Annex 1, Ch I (Page 19):

4. When animals fall ill or are injured during transportation, they shall be separated from the
others and receive first-aid treatment as soon as possible. They shall be given appropriate veterinary
treatment and if necessary undergo emergency slaughter or killing in a way which does not cause them

any unnecessary suffering.

Separation and / or first aid treatment to animals during the journey should be performed by the driver of
the vehicle. We at KAALE fail to see how given the types of livestock trailers now sometimes used, the
driver would be able to comply with EU regulations in performing this task.

KAALE Actions Regarding Transporter Signage

I will attempt to outline the situation regarding KAALE and transporter signage over this year, and in
addition, provide attachment documents to support these statements.

1 I wrote to Mr. Andrea Gavinelli – Head of Unit, Animal Welfare, DG for Health and
Consumers, Brussels, on 31st January 2013. regarding the issue that UK Competent Authority
(AHVLA) may not be enforcing EU Regulation 1/2005 on the welfare of animals during
transport. This letter is supplied as attachment ‘Andrea Gavinelli letter 31 January’.

2 As a result of this letter, Mr. Gavinelli asked his Director responsible for animal welfare, one
Mr. Bernard Van Goethem, to respond, This he did in his letter from the EU dated 6th May
2013; a 2 page copy (Jpeg) which is also attached for your reference.

3 As a result of the letter to myself from Mr. Van Goethem, I have since produced a report entitled
“Now You See It, Now You Don’t”, specifically relating to an incident of (live animals in
transport) signage being completely covered up on a livestock transporter which arrived
carrying export animals at Ramsgate harbour on Wednesday 21st November 2012. A copy of
the cover sheet and the main text are attached as two separate attachments – namely ‘Front
page’ and ‘Text’.

4 I also attach a report from our investigator colleagues at ‘Eyes on Animals’
http://www.eyesonanimals.com/ who are based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Thier report
is called “The importance of access during transport” (February 2013) and is associated with
the vital and very necessary importance of access (to animals carried) doors being fitted along
all livestock trailers, which was not the case in the above (Ramsgate) report for the vehicle
investigated on 21/11/13.

In order to obtain an opinion from Defra regarding the above, on 22nd July 2013, we at KAALE wrote to
Mr. Nigel Gibbens, the UK Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) regarding these very same issues. A copy of the
letter is attached for your reference – ‘Nigel Gibbens CVO letter’. Despite having written to ask Mr.
Gibbens on three separate occasions for a response to this letter; to date he has never replied to us.

The following are statements provided to me by Mr. Van Goethem in his written reply letter (2 above)
dated Tuesday 14th May 2013. Within his letter, Mr Van Goethem makes it very clear that (Page 1, Para
3):

“You alert us to the fact that transports, often do not display notices warning that live animals are being transported.
This is indeed contrary to the terms of the legislation, according to which road vehicles carrying live
animals “shall be clearly and visibly marked indicating the presence of live animals”. The main reason
for this rule is to ensure that controlling authorities, and, in the case of an accident, rescue staff, are aware
there are animals in the vehicle. This is of course of great importance to ensure the welfare and safety of the
animals on board”.

Mr Van Goethem continues on page 2 of his letter that:

“the Commission sees that it is important that the Regulation is properly implemented. It is
Member States that are primarily responsible for the daily enforcement of EU legislation”.

http://www.eyesonanimals.com/
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We at KAALE have serious concerns that during the time that live animals were being exported from
Ramsgate, and now from Dover harbour, Kent, the AHVLA ‘Competent Authority’ are not being
‘competent enough’ to ensure that ‘live animals in transport’ signage is being shown by ALL live animal
transporters throughout the entire journey from their original point of loading through to arrival at the
(Dover) harbour. We also have concerns in general regarding the access to animals carried due to the lack
of access doors on some trailers.

As shown in our report (item 3 above – “Now You See It…”), I think that it is made entirely clear that the
(often very small and inadequate) signage for live animals, which is a requirement of EU Regulation
1/2005, is often only made visible when the transporter arrives at the harbour, in order that AHVLA are
deceived into thinking that same signage has been fully visible throughout the entire journey.

The photographs on pages 3 and 6 of the “Now You See It …” report make this clear that signage display
throughout the entire journey does not always happen, with the photo on page 3 showing that a cover
plate has been fitted over the vehicle signage for live animals during the journey on UK roads, and it is
only removed within the harbour prior to inspection by AHVLA staff, as shown on page 6. It could be
stated that signage is visible for the last 200 metres prior to AHVLA inspection, but is not visible for the
other 200 miles whilst the vehicle is travelling on UK roads towards the harbour !

A lack of visible signage by animal carrying vehicles whilst on the roads of the UK are in direct opposition
to what Mr. Van Goethem declares in his letter (item 2 above); that “road vehicles carrying live animals
“shall be clearly and visibly marked indicating the presence of live animals”. The main reason for this
rule is to ensure that controlling authorities, and, in the case of an accident, rescue staff are aware there are
live animals in the vehicle. This is of course of great importance to ensure the welfare and safety of the animals
on board”.

With the use of sealed ‘box type’ trailers as shown in the photograph on page 3 of our report (and in the
photograph in this letter) now being used more regularly by exporters to transport live animals; and
without any signage to identify live animal carriage; both the general public and also any regional
emergency and rescue services would be deceived into thinking that this type of trailer is a standard
‘chilled’ food type trailer as regularly used for the transport of food products, rather than that of one
specific configuration for carrying live animals.

As a result of no signage being displayed on the trailer, regional emergency and rescue services would
certainly NOT BE AWARE that live animals are being carried should the trailer become involved in any
major accident on any road throughout the UK; if their rescue personnel had to attend such an emergency.

Furthermore, and very importantly, by not identifying that live animals are being carried, the hauliers
involved are being non-compliant with the requirements of EU Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of live
animals during transport. It must also be stated that if livestock hauliers do make any effort and carry
signage on their trailers indicating that live animals are being transported, this signage is usually in
another (EU) language. As most of the hauliers currently taking live animals through Dover port are of
Dutch origin, the signage naturally reflects this by being only in the Dutch language, as shown in the
following photograph taken by our official KAALE photographer.

Above - Inadequate Dutch language signage used on a livestock trailer entering Dover harbour
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I would guess that most UK emergency crews do NOT speak or read Dutch as their primary language; and
so as a result, the signage which is carried by some vehicles would mean absolutely nothing to them;
especially if sealed box type trailers are used as shown on page 3 of the KAALE report.

In effect, the combination of vehicles from other EU member states, along with the type of livestock
carrying trailer used, could result in a situation where if the livestock carrying vehicle in question was
involved in a UK road accident, regional UK emergency services would have no idea that live animals
were being transported. As a result of not being aware of the situation, access to the animals may be
denied; which could result in animal deaths.

In their letter of 31st January, KAALE provided a draft sign (shown below) which it considered appropriate
to be used on all livestock transporter vehicles operating within the EU. Further information on this is
provided in the attachment pdf, ‘Andrea Gavinelli letter 31 January 2013’, which is also referenced as item
1 on sheet 2 above.

Above – KAALE example presented to Mr. Gavinelli in their letter of 31st January 2013 of a Typical Warning Sign in
German (D) and also English (GB) of the type which KAALE suggest should be fitted to all livestock trailers –

Note - German and English are given here as examples only.

This situation is in our opinion not acceptable; and we are certain that Mr. Van Goethem would agree.

But it appears that the UK competent authority AHVLA neither really care about either clear signage or
the driver access to animals carried in the trailer as being compliant with the 1/2005 EU regulation; as
1/2005 regulation compliance checks do not appear to be regularly enforced as part of their rather rapid
inspections which are undertaken at the ports in Kent.
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Freedom of Information (FoI)

During May and June of 2013, KAALE made a FoI request to AHVLA, Surrey, regarding the signage on
the vehicle observed and photographed at Ramsgate on 21st November 2012.

In his response letter ATIC 0106 of 4/6/13, Mr. Bacon of the Access to Information Team provided the
following response; which is also provided as an attachment – ref ‘Provision of Information letter
ATIC0106’ which is provided for your reference. A full copy of the response from AHVLA is provided here:

Mr Mark Johnson
{By E-Mail}
Dear Mr Johnson
PROVISION OF REQUESTED INFORMATION

Thank you for your request for information regarding the lack of signage on a vehicle carrying animals at Ramsgate
which we received on 20/5/2013. Your request has been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
The information you requested and our response is detailed below.

“Please provide us with full details of ALL observed, written and verbal records of these infractions of EU regulation
1/2005 at Ramsgate harbour on Wednesday 21st November 2012 by vehicle Registration: BZ HX 63 (front) / OK 16
YN (rear), and what the responses were from the vehicle driver in question when the lack of signage in accordance
with Regulation 1/2005 was discussed with him”

I can confirm that although the pictures that you have sent us in your original document do not show signage
relating to the carrying of live animals, we can confirm that on that day in question, Wednesday 21st November,
the signage was visible on the back of the truck. The AHVLA inspection report (completed at the time of
supervised loading) reflects that this requirement was met. There is a photo on the KAALE website, which
shows this, it is part of the J72 Album that you gave us a link to in your original document. This being the case,
no enforcement action would have been taken.

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me at the email address below. I also attach an annex giving
contact details should you be unhappy with the services you have received.
Yours sincerely
Andy Bacon
Access to Information Team

--------------------------------------

As previously stated; KAALE had photographic proof of the vehicle in question entering Ramsgate without
signage for live animals. But during its journey through Ramsgate port and prior to the inspection by
AHVLA, the vehicle did suddenly obtain signage declaring live animals were being carried. This is fully
detailed in our report “Now You See It, Now You Don’t”.

It would appear that the haulier only revealed the signage (located under a cover plate fitted at the rear)
whilst in the port, and prior to formal inspection, to give the impression to AHVLA that all the
requirements with EU Regulation 1/2005 had been met throughout the journey.

This was actually anything but the case; but as always, was enough action by the haulier to once again
deceive AHVLA into thinking he was fully compliant with signage requirements.

With regard trailer access doors, and from the following photograph of the same box type trailer
photographed at Ramsgate, any driver would not be able to perform any access to sick or injured animals
during transport as required by EU regulation 1/2005; as can be seen here, only detailed access from the
trailer rear is possible.
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Above - As the trailer is not fitted with side access doors, AHVLA (photographed here at Ramsgate port)
only have the rear of the trailer for access to animals. A driver could not perform any access to sick or

injured animals during transport (as required by EU regulation 1/2005) in this way at a motorway
service station !

AHVLA have not contacted us since and as such we ascertain that they consider it is case closed. They are
not prepared as usual to do anything further to obtain a view of the situation from ‘our’ (animal welfare)
side; and as a result, they have taken the issue no further. We question that the name ‘Animal Health’ is a
good one to be allocated to them !

Whilst we appreciate that we require no action on your part regarding all the information
and responses provided in this letter or its attachments, we ask you to consider this letter as
written documented evidence to Kent County Council Trading Standards that such deceptions are taking
place fairly regularly by livestock hauliers and that the AHVLA are being deceived in the ports into
thinking that because they see signage on the vehicle in the port, then it must have been there throughout
the journey in the UK. In addition, because of the type of some livestock trailers used, what should be
relatively simple access to sick and / or injured animals in the trailer by the driver is impossible. Both
these situations are in direct opposition to the regulations defined in EU 1/2005.

We therefore request that you observe and take note of the points raised in our investigation, photographic
evidence and report as justification for this.

Thank you very much for allowing me to present this information to you.

Regards

Yours sincerely

Mark Johnson – EU Correspondent - KAALE



Sheet 7

Above - Entering Ramsgate harbour – Wednesday 21st November 2012 – red arrow indicates where the
cover plate identifying that live animals are being carried is obscured. The cover plate (indicated above)

was only removed once in the harbour by the haulier prior to AHVLA inspection.
It could therefore be declared as signage visible for the last 200 yards out of a 200 mile journey !

See image below showing signage located under cover plate which was removed by the haulier in the
harbour prior to AHVLA inspection.

In addition, it should be noted from the top photograph on this sheet that this trailer has no means of
access (ie there are no side doors) to animals carried during transport, as required by Regulation 1/2005.
Reference the ‘Eyes on Animals’ http://www.eyesonanimals.com/ report “The importance of access
during transport” (February 2013) as detailed in item 4 on sheet 2 of this letter.

http://www.eyesonanimals.com/
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Once it had arrived at the port, the only means of access to the animals by AHVLA inspectors was by
access via the rear of the trailer; an undertaking which the driver would not be able to perform to give
attention to sick or injured animals either on the road or at a motorway service station.

This type of ‘sealed box’ trailer is therefore non compliant with existing EU regulations on driver access to
animals during transport as defined at the end of sheet 1 and the beginning of sheet 2 of this letter.


